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Transportive Hospitality Brand Serious Leisure Announces Expansion into Hotels 

Serious Leisure is on a mission to help the most connected generation, the millennials, find balance 
through transportive hospitality 

(SAN FRANCISCO, CA) — Serious Leisure Hospitality, known for its city hotspots, announced it will expand 
its portfolio beyond its restaurants, bars, events and cocktail consultancy, to include hotels. Serious 
Leisure is currently in-contract for a resort in Northern California that will change the way millennials 
leisure in the wine country. 

At its brand launch on Saturday, Serious Leisure also revealed plans to enter the health and wellness space 
in line with the company’s mission to create better lives through better leisure. “Six hundred and sixty-two 
million vacation days went unused last year. 12 percent of us millennials suffer from an anxiety disorder. 
The average person spends over four hours on their phone each day.  We live in a society that seems to 
have everything but a peace of mind,” said Co-founder and Chief of Leisure, Anderson Pugash. “Serious 
Leisure is part of the solution. Beyond having a great time, we’re here to help everyone — including 
ourselves — find balance. Just as a great dish or a cocktail needs balance, so does work and life, 
connectivity and connection.”

Serious Leisure’s take on the industry is what they call transportive hospitality. The artful balance of 
community, vibe, design, food & beverage, service, and music through their concept-driven venues and 
events that provide immersive experiences for guests. “This style of service transports people to what 
really matters — genuine connection, community and presence,” explained Pugash. “These simple things 
and their accompaniments — sharing a meal with someone you love, laugher and engaging the senses. 
These are the things that really restore us.”

At the event, 150 guests were given passports to experience transportive hospitality firsthand as they took 
a cosmic journey through time and space to three different Serious Leisure properties themed as an 1880s 
Embassy of Leisure, a 1940s Tropical Cruise Ship and a 1960s New Age Commune. As newly appointed 
ambassadors of leisure, guests were encouraged to spread good vibes and make new friends while they 
navigated a surreal voyage, mingling amongst mermaids, cruise ship captains, guitarists, flamingos and 
fortune tellers.

In an age of immediacy and instant gratification, millennials have everything from Amazon Prime to Lyft to 
Bumble and Doordash at their fingertips, but Serious Leisure knows that although consumer preferences 
change over time, there will always be a need for authentic experiences and meaningful social interactions. 

“Too often in this industry, we find ourselves serving others without taking care of ourselves. We’re here to 
change that,” said Benson Wang, Co-founder, Chief of Operations and fourth generation restauranteur. 
“We created this company that’s grounded in ancient wisdom and eastern philosophy to be one that will be 
restorative to not just our guests, but our employees and ultimately our planet.” 

About Serious Leisure
Serious Leisure Hospitality owns and operates four businesses in the Bay Area. Palm House is the 
staycation destination of San Francisco serving tropical food and vacation drinks. The Dorian is a 
neighborhood supper club serving modern American fare and free-spirited cocktails. Crossroads Nightlife 
blazes a carousing path of fun-fueled large scale events with the sole mandate of bringing people together 
to live in the moment. Fifty Fifty Cocktail Co. is a consultancy that blends creativity, visual drama and flair 
to create outstanding cocktail experiences and bar programs. Pugash also owns Bergerac, an equal parts 
craft cocktail bar and impromptu house party and Audio Nightclub. Inspired by the master of balance — 
the flamingo, Serious Leisure urges us to remember that life is better when we flock together.
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Our
Story We’re a flock of hospitality freethinkers dedicated to dreaming up ways to spread 

Serious Leisure.

Our inspiration is the humble master of balance — the Flamingo. From a one-legged 

repose, this social bird and guru of good vibes shares with us the path to living life 

on vacation~

 

Always show your true colors. Follow thou most tropical self, yet remember that life 

is better when we flock together. No matter which way the current flows, you shall 

then find balance.

 

Vacation is a mindset, not just a destination. Our hospitality projects are here to 

provide both. We welcome you to tune in, let go and join us. We’re here to create 

better lives through better leisure. 



Anderson Pugash
CHIEF OF SERIOUS LEISURE

Anderson began his career in hospitality before he was old enough to enter a bar. At 
20, he organized a fundraiser in honor of his recently passed father to raise money 
for charitable causes. Skilled in bringing people together, Anderson scaled the event 
to become “The San Francisco Social,” a philanthropic group that raised hundreds of 
thousands of dollars for Bay Area charities. Anderson then founded one of the city’s 
largest independent promoters, Crossroads Nightlife, known for chartering Private 
737s to Vegas for New Year’s Eve and throwing concerts and block parties for 
thousands of attendees. Post college, Anderson spent a few years running 
acquisitions for real estate development firm SIMEON while continuing to plan 
events. At 27, Anderson’s passion pulled him into hospitality full time. He 
co-founded Bergerac, a bar with an impromptu house party feel and Audio, a 
music-driven nightclub. He expanded with the opening of Palm House, a tropical 
restaurant with vacation drinks and The Dorian, a neighborhood supper club. And, 
Fifty Fifty Cocktail Co., a bar consultancy. In 2018, he launched Serious Leisure with 
his partner and co-founder Benson Wang.

Anderson was born in San Francisco and grew up in the Bay Area. He earned his B.S. 
from the Wharton School of Business. He is president and commissioner of the 
Golden Gate Park Concourse Authority and a San Francisco Travel board member. 
Anderson is an avid seeker of leisure, constantly exploring and enjoying a diverse 
array of travel, epicurean, musical, athletic and spiritual endeavors.

Benson Wang
CHIEF OF OPER ATIONS

Benson was born into a family of third generation restauranteurs and distillers. 
In his home, the typical salutation is “are you hungry?” Hospitality is in his 

blood and what he loves. As a child, Benson would sneak into the dining room 
and be mesmerized by the sights, sounds and unadulterated emotion around 

each table. He saw firsthand how food fostered community and connection. 

 After earning his B.S. in Business Economics from UCLA, Benson worked for 
Moelis & Company in their investment banking and private equity group. He 

went on to join TPG Capital’s fundraising group where was responsible for the 
sales, marketing and business development of the platform.

In 2013, Benson left finance and returned to his roots by partnering with 
Anderson Pugash to open Palm House. A year later they opened The Dorian 

and then founded the parent company, Serious Leisure Hospitality. As the Chief 
of Operations, Benson oversees day-to-day operations, recruitment, financial 

planning and reporting, purchasing, concept development and best business 
practices to deliver transportive leisure.

Benson is the events chair and a board member of the Golden Gate Restaurant 
Association. In his free time, he loves biking, hiking, lighting up the grill and 

spending time outdoors with his wife and daughter. 

L E A D E R S  O F  S E R I O U S  L E I S U R E



P R O J E C T S

The staycation destination of San Francisco serving 
tropical food and vacation drinks

VIBE

Palm House invites you to experience its bold flavors, tropical eats, quixotic 
drinks and humble service in the spirit of the old adage, "It's happy hour 
somewhere”.

FOOD & BEVER AGE

Our menus tap the spice trail, heat and vibe of the tropics while maintaining a 
California point of view. Anywhere there’s a palm tree is fair sights for our 
culinary adventures. Our beverage program is a playful exploration of vacation 
inspired cocktails designed to transport you to the beach. 

A neighborhood supper club serving modern 
American fare and free-spirited cocktails

VIBE

The Dorian is an ode to a bygone era, a modern day parlor for the bohemians, 
libertines and free thinkers among us. A place where Oscar Wilde might have 
dropped in for a drink or Jerry Thomas would have tended bar. Offering fresh 
provisions and fine whiskey, The Dorian is the quintessential destination to 
enjoy good times for good times sake.

FOOD & BEVER AGE

Our menu draws from San Francisco’s rich culinary history, taking the liberty to 
explore and re-invent nostalgic favorites and concoct new dishes alike. Our 
beverage program treads a bohemian path, borrowing from the past and 
dreaming up new ways to have fun through libations. We couple this with an 
extensive list of over 120 whiskeys from around the world. 



P R O J E C T S

Bergerac is equal parts craft cocktail bar and 
impromptu house party

VIBE

The inspiration for Bergerac is the legendary Villa Nellcôte, an old French 
mansion where the Rolling Stones recorded their seminal album "Exile on Main 
Street." During their stay, the band threw parties and savored the best food and 
drink served by their entourage and renowned personal chef.

FOOD & BEVER AGE

Our culinary program is a jet-setting tour of global comfort food served 
without pretension.  Our beverage program follows a similar itinerary, 
showcasing the latest techniques and tastes of the craft cocktail movement 
mixed with the approachability of your neighborhood bar.

Crossroads Nightlife blazes a carousing path of 
fun-fueled large scale events with the sole mandate of 
bringing people together to live in the moment

VIBE

Crossroads is an industry leading promoter and events company, the catalyst 
behind some of the city's most treasured and irreverent affairs.  Our get- 
togethers range from poolside concerts with DJs, to decked out boat dance 
parties, the infamous Deadly Disco Halloween blowout and silent disco outdoor 
rosé festivals. Known for their diverse themes and vibrant community, our 
parties bring together thousands each year.

Hospitality consultants blending creativity, visual 
drama and flair to create outstanding cocktail 
experiences and bar programs

VIBE

Fifty Fifty Cocktail Co. takes the expertise we’ve developed in our award 
winning cocktail programs and spreads it to the world. We take a measured 
approach to create dramatic and vivid beverage experiences that deliver 
consistently. We’ve worked with all kinds of clients, ranging from local and 
international bars and restaurants to corporate heavyweights like Red Bull, 
Diageo and Slack.



I M A G E R Y  &  A S S E T S

Launch Party Video

Launch Party Photos

Venue & Events Photos

Logos & Assets

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jXGx7z3dTMA
https://www.dropbox.com/sh/564kmpjaq66sl8e/AAD69DnPR65UsbaJG9uIV1Gia?dl=0
https://www.dropbox.com/sh/5jqg9n5vz5gc7cg/AAAIlldhHIvOCXPiy2l-aWUsa?dl=0
https://www.dropbox.com/sh/dl6rmsriw0ujdyp/AACsdFxMarcTI8pUjyxuWCwDa?dl=0


Fable of Bees
INGREDIENTS

.50 oz turmeric ginger syrup 

.50 oz honey syrup

.75 oz lemon juice
2 oz well gin

R E C I P E S

DIRECTIONS

1. Build ingredients in a mixing tin
2. Fill with ice
3. Shake for 12 seconds
4. Strain into the glass with ice
5. Garnish with chia seeds

Batched: 3.75 oz

Glass:  Signature rocks
Garnish:  Clipped chia seeds bag

Banana Boat
INGREDIENTS

2 tbsp toasted coconut flakes
1 pinch of salt
2 tbsp raw sugar
1 oz mount gay black barrel
1 oz banane de bresil 
.75 oz pineapple juice 
.75 oz lemon juice

DIRECTIONS

1. Blend toasted coconut flakes & salt
2. Rim shot glass with toasted coconut salt
3. Sprinkle raw sugar on banana slice & brûlée
4. Build ingredients in a cocktail shaker
3. Fill with ice
4. Shake for 12 seconds
5. Strain into shot glass
6. Garnish with brûlée banana slice

Batched: Five 1 oz shots

Glass:  1 oz shot glass
Garnish:  Brûlée banana slice


